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Ordered, 


H A T the Thanks of this Houſe be 
given to the Reverend Dr. Reuben 
Clarke, for the Sermon by him preached 
before this Houſe Yeſterday, at St. Mar- 
garet's, Weſtminſter ; and that he be de- 
fired to print the ſame; and that Mr. 


Francis Fane, and Mr. Gibſon, do acquaint: 
him therewith. 


N. HarDiINGE, 


CF Dom, Com. 
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I. KINGS, viii. 44, 45. 


1f thy People go out to Battle againſt their 
Enemy whitherſoever thou ſhalt ſend them, 
and ſhall pray unto the Lord towards 
the City which thou haſt choſen, and to- 
wards the Houſe which I have built for 
thy Name; then hear thou in Heaven 
their Prayer and their Supplication, and 
maintain their Cauſe. 


HES E Words are part of Solomou's Prayer 
at the Dedication of the Temple, in which 


he begs of God, for whoſe Service that 
Edifice was erected, to anſwer the ſeveral Petitions 
of his People when offered up to him in that Place; 
Hearken thou, ſays he, ver. 30. to the Supplication 
of thy Servant and of thy People Iſrael, when they 


ſpall pray towards this Place, and Hear thou in 


Heaven, thy Dwelling Place, and when thou heareſt 
forgive. 


He then goes on to mention the ſeveral Treſpaſſes 
and Neceſſities of Men, and begs of God, whenever 


A 2 they 


=" 
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they offer'd up their Prayers in that Place, that he 
would forgive them and relieve their Wants. 


The whole of which plainly ſuppoſes, that, with- 
out the aid of God, Man is very unable to ſupply 
his own wants ; and that praying tohim,and humbling 
ourſelyes before him, is the only way to procure the 
Divine e. in this view, 


The Words I have read to you are fit and proper 
to be the guide of our Behaviour upon the preſent 
occaſion. We are now entered into a juſt and ne- 
ceſſary War, and our People are gone out to Battle 
againſt their Enemy; and we are upon this account 
met in the Houfe of God to beg his Aid to main- 
tain our Cauſe. I am therefore naturally led from the 
Words, and from the Occaſion of our preſent Meet- 
ing, to confider theſe two Particulars : 


Firſt, The neceſſity of having God our Friend 
under our preſent Circumſtances, 


Secondly, Thoſe Terms and Qualifications which 
alone can procure us this Aid. 


Firſt I am to ſhew the neceſſity of having God 
our Friend under our preſent Circumſtances. The 
Divine Being, who formed Man out of the Duſt of 
the Earth, has ſtill an abſolute Power over their 


Lives and Fortunes. Ihen he taketh away their 
Breath 
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Breath they die, and ardturned again to their Duſt; 
and when he withdraweth his Bleſſing from them, 
their Proſperity withereth and fadeth away like 
Graſs under the want of Moiſture. ..If we reflect 
upon our own Capacities, we ſhall find them ſo weak, 
as often not to be a match for the loweſt Affairs of 
Life, in all which there is ſuch an Uncertainty, as 
we can by no means ſee thro”. 

It is confeſſedly out of our Power to make one of 
our own Hairs white or black, or add one Cubit to 
our Stature. We know not what will be the Suc- 
ceſs of the loweſt Undertaking upon which we en- 
ter; like blind Men we ſhall find our ſelves in the 
dark, whenever we ſearch into the events of Futu- 
rity: It is evident this is the caſe with us, from the 
many and plain Diſappointments which Men perpe- 
tually meet with. 


But altho' we are ignorant and helpleſs, yet there 
is one who ſeeth and knoweth, and with great Wiſ- 
dom and Power directeth all things to a certain and 
proper end: One who often confounds the Preſumption 
of vain Men in order to bring them down, and ſett- 
eth up the humble and meek beyond their own 
Hope and Expectation. 


There is a natural Dependance of the Creature 
upon the Creator, which in every thing is inſepa- 
rable, the Being which is created can do nothing con- 


trary 


———— 
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trary to the Will, or without the Aid or Permiſſion 
-of him who made it; and it is abſurd in terms to 
ſuppoſe the contrary; this joined to our own expe- 
Tienced Weakneſs, muſt convince us of our abſolute 
Dependance upon God. 


And if the Divine Aid is neceſſary to us even in 
the moſt minute Affairs of human Life, how much 
more will it be wanted in Matters of the higheſt and 
greateſt Importance? amidſt the claſhing conteſts of 
Nations, in the horrors of Battle, in Sieges, and the 
Diſtreſs of Men, what can the ſingle Arm of Man 
do towards reſtoring Peace and Happineſs ? This 
muſt be the Work of a far more able Hand, to 
whoſe Aid we muſt flee in ſuch times. 


The time of War has always been juſtly eſteemed a 
time of public Calamity, and the Conſequences of 
it are ſo dreadful, as to make every reaſonable Man 
who conſiders them, uneaſy at its approach; our All 
is then in danger; our Religion, Lives, and Liber- 
ties, nay our Country it ſelf. 


But whatever may be the event of War, there 
are many fatal Conſequences attend it, and which 
cannot be ayoided; it is attended with an immenſe 
Charge to the People concerned, and from Year to 
Year lays a freſh Burthen upon them, which every 


Family from the higheſt to the loweſt muſt more 


or leſs feel. If Succeſs attends our Arms, we ſhall 
| . want 
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want more Forces to defend our Conqueſts; if de- 
ſeated, we muſt want an additional Strength to de- 
fend our ſelves: So that when a War is once begun, 
there is no knowing to what the Expence may 
amount, nor where it will end, nor expreſſing the 
Scarcity of all things, and the Diſtreſs which may, 


enſue. 


Another fatal Conſequence is the loſs of ſo many 


Lives as muſt fall thro' the courſe of a War; the 


loſs of many muſt be felt by the Nation in general; 
Men who-thro' a courſe of Years: have ſignalized 
themſelves by their Prudence and Courage in the 
Defence of their Country (and fome of theſe muſt 


fall in ſuch times) cannot but create a general Sor- 


row, and die lamented by their Country ; and there 


is no private Man periſhes, but muſt have ſome Re- 
lations and Friends to lament: and grieve for his 


Death; which is a calamitous Circumſtance felt by 


almoſt every Individual in Society. Theſe Evils 


are certain Attendants upon an open War. 


But there is ſtill an additional Circumſtance, which 
is being near or in view of the dreadful Scene of 
Action. In this ſituation no Man is ſecure of his 
Subſtance, the whole of which may be taken from 


him in a few Hours, and he toſſed as the uncertain. 


Sport of Fortune; in the Morning rich and wealthy, 

m the Evening indigent and in want not only of 

a Place of Safety, but of eyery neceſſary of Life. 
It 
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It is true at preſent the Horrors of Battle arc 
removed far out of our Sight and Hearing, fo that 
neither the Cries or Groans of dying Men terrify or 
diſmay us; but what Security have we againſt its 
approaching nearer to us? Victory, of which we 
are by no means ſecure, may turn to the fide of our 
Enemy, and if this ſhould prove to be the caſe, the 
Scene of Deſolation may very ſoon be brought into 
our own Seas, or even into the Bowels of our 


Iſland. 


Open Invaſions have before now been made upon 


us, others have been threatned and not long ſince at- 
tempted, with a plain intent of placing a Papiſt in 
the Throne of Great-Britain, in order to bereaye 
us of our Religion and Liberties; and I make no 
doubt but this. ſtill remains the darling Paſſion of 
our Enemies. - Againſt ſuch threatning Evils how 
neceſſary is the friendly Aid of the Almighty ? 


But beſides all this, the Scene of War is at pre- 
ſent upon an uncertain Element ; Storms and Tem- 
peſts may deftroy all our Hopes, or bring on all 
our Fears, and we may be undone without ſo much 
as one blow from an Enemy. How needful then is 
it, that we ſhould ſecure to our ſide that Almighty 
Being, who has an abſolute Power over the Winds 
and Waters, at whoſe Command the Deeps rage and 

ſ[well, 
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ſwell, and who ruleth the raging of the Sea and 
ſtilleth the Waves thereof at his Pleaſure. 


This War as yet is in its Infancy, and there is no 
knowing what Changes may enſue, or in what parts 
the World it may appear; many Incidents may 
happen to ehange the Face of Things; and indeed 
one great Event has fallen out in this ſhort Space, 
ſufficient to convince us that many more may ariſe, 
which may give us great Diſturbance. 'The Death 
of one great Monarch, whoſe Dominions were large 
and extenſive, may prove ſuch a Temptation and 
Encouragement to the Pride and Ambition of ſome 
Princes, as may greatly affect and hurt us. 


There is no knowing what Conſequences may fol- 
low this great Event. It is not improbable but it may 
open the Scene of a general War, unleſs prevented 
by what Providence has already done, in afflicting a 
neighbouring Nation with the extremity of Want, 
and by that means perhaps diſabling them from 
putting in execution their yaſt and oppreſlive De- 
ſigns. 


Under all theſe Uncertainties, the Iſſue and End 
of which the wiſeſt of Men cannot foreſee, whither 
can we flee for Aid but to God, who alone is able to 
carry us thro' all theſe Difficulties and Dangers in 
iafety ? „I ho alone refraineth the Spirit of Princes, 
and is wonderful among the Kings of the Earth? 

B 


who 
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who alone can bring Good out of Evil? and who from 
amidſt the jarring and divided Intereſts of Nations 
can give Peace and Reconciliation ? 


Amidſt all theſe Uncertainties, theſe Calamities 
and Dangers which certainly attend a time of War, 
what can the ſingle Power of Man do towards pre- 
ſerving a Nation in Safety? It is true Man can 
wiſely prepare ihe Horſe againſt the Day of Battle, 
but ſtill Succeſs is of the Lord. It is God alone 
who maketh the Wars to ceaſe in all the World: 
It is he that breaketh the Bow and knappeth the 
Spear in ſunder, and defeateth the Preparations of 


the Mighty. All Power to fave or to deſtroy is in 


him, and to him we muſt flee for Succour under 
our preſent Circumſtances. 


I could with Pleaſure dwell much longer 
upon ſo important a Subject, but I hope from what 
has been faid it is needleſs. I truſt that it remains a 
clear truth fixed in all our Hearts, that in every Affair 
of Life, and more eſpecially in our preſent Circum. 
ſtances, we muſt depend upon God as a neceſſary 
Friend to us, and without whoſe Aid we can pro- 
miſe ourſelves nothing ; and how to ſecure this al- 
mighty Aſſiſtance was to be my 


Second Conſideration, where I promiſed to ſhew 


thoſe Terms and Qualifications, which alone can 
procure us this Aid. 


We 
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We are called upon at this time to humble our- 
ſelyes before God, and beg his Aſſiſtance in this 
War: but in order to do this properly, and with 
hope of Succeſs, we certainly ought to be in a fit 
Condition to receive the Bleſſings which we hope 
for, and do our parts towards drawing them down 
upon us ; we muſt therefore in the 


Firſt place conſider and ſee that our Cauſe be 
good and juſt; and this I take to be the meaning of 
thoſe Words of the Text; if thy People go out to 
Battle againſt their Enemy, whitherſoever thou 
ſhall ſend them, that is whenever they ſhall have a 


juſt and good Cauſe, then hear thou in Heaven and 


maintain their Cauſe. 


If this War had its original from Pride and Am- 
bition ; if to extend our Glory or Conqueſts upon 
the Ruins of a neighbouring Nation was the Cauſe 
of it; we could then have little Hope from hum- 
bling ourſelves before God, when all that we ask 
of him is to aſſiſt us in the Deſtruction of our Fellow 
Creatures. 


But our Cauſe is of another Nature; we have had 

a long courſe of Injuſtice done us; our Merchants 
have had their Ships and Effects taken from them 
contrary to all Law and Equity: Our Fellow Sub- 
jects have been taken, impriſoned, and uſed like 
B 2 common 


I 2 
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common Slaves, contrary to all the Rules of Mercy 
and Humanity ; and this not by Chance, or in two 
or three ſingle Inſtances only, but thro' a courſe of 
Years. 


Many Remonſtrances have been made, many At- 
tempts tried to procure a redreſs of ſuch Grieyances; 
long Patience has been uſed, and every thing done 
which was conſiſtent with Honour by a Prince and 
People diſpoſed to live at Peace with their Neigh- 
bours. But all has proved ineffectual, they ſeem to 
claim a right to injure and inſult us, from which no 
Motives either of Reaſon or Juſtice could make 


them depart. 


In this caſe what was left for us, but to endea- 
vour to do Juſtice to ourſelves by declaring War 
againſt a Prince who Tefuſes to liſten to any other 
Terms; and as I hope this our Cauſe is juſt, fo, 


24ly. There is another proper thing required of 
us, which is, that we wiſely agree to maintain and 
ſupport this War by making all proper and neceſſary 
Preparations for it. It is a vain and idle thing to ex- 
pect that God ſhould fight our Battles for us, whilſt 
we fit ſtill and expect the Event; tho” Succeſs 7s of 
the Lord, yet we are to prepare the Horſe againſt 
the Day of Battle. If without preparing ourſelyes 
we ask and depend upon the Aid of God, this is not 
properly ſpeaking petitioning him for Aſſiſtance, 
but 
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but rather preſumptuouſly depending upon his work- 
ing a Miracle in our Defence. 


I own I have no Fears of our being likely to fail 
in this reſpect; I much rather fear our grudging and 
murmuring at the Expence of it, which if it ſhould 
prove to be the Caſe, would be an equal Abſurdity ; 
for if Preparations are neceſſary, and theſe cannot be 
made without Expence, the plain Conſequence of 
this is, that we muſt not only ſubmit to this, but 
to all the other Difficulties which may attend our 
Affairs. 


The Voice of the Nation was never more unani- 
mous than in this War; all Parties agreed to cry out 
for it, or conſent to it. It is now begun, and at pre- 
ſent we all ſeem to agree in providing againſt the 
Enemy; and I hope we ſhall continue to do this, 
that we may avoid the low Character of being an 
Uncertain People; if we act otherwiſe, it muſt 
greatly diſqualify us for asking Aid of God, when 
we murmur at the neceſſary Means of obtaining 


zaly. We muſt be unanimous in our Prayers and 
Endeavours, and not ſuffer our Diviſions to weaken 
our Hands in our own Defence. Union is ſo much 
the Strength of every Society, that without it there 
is little probability of its continuing long. If there- 
fore we are united, and our Prayers and Endeavours 
tend 
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tend to the ſame end, we then are qualified to obtain 
it. But what can be done for a divided People? 
When one part deſires and aims at one thing, and 
another part of the Society wiſh and ſtrive for ano- 
ther; when one part deſires this for the good of 
their Country, another the contrary. Such a Peo- 
ple are not in a condition to receive or enjoy Happi- 
neſs, who are widely divided about what it is. 


What can the Divine Being itſelf do for any Peo- 
ple, whilſt they are in ſuch a State? How can he 
anſwer divided Petitions, or how bleſs contradictory 
Endeayours ? The greateſt Blefling which they want, 
and which Providence can beftow, is Union in 
Hearts and Intereſts ; and when they are in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of this, they then are in a Condition at leaſt 
to ask for and receive the ſame Bleſſings from their 
fame common Father. 


I cannot but hope that we ſhall conſider this ſe- 
rioufly, that we may all be united againſt our com- 
mon Enemy, and that we ſhall with equal Ardour 
offer up our Prayers to the Throne of Mercy, that 
our Arms may be bleſſed with Victory and Succeſs. 


It is obſerved of two brave /7hemans, that, al- 
tho' they differed in the Affairs of State, and were 
at the Head of oppoſite Parties, yet at the approach 
of an Enemy, they agreed to bury all their private 
Animoſiticg, until the Dangers which threatened their 

Com- 
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Commonwealth were blown over. I much wiſh 
that we may be ſo wiſe as to follow this Example, 
that we may not mock God in this Day of Prayer 
and Humiliation, and fo blaſt the Fruits of his 
Bleſſing which otherwiſe we may hope ſor. 


With theſe Qualifications we are prepared to per- 
form the Buſineſs of this Day, which is ſet apart for 
our becoming humble Supplicants to God, for his 
Bleſſing and Aid in the preſent War, and in order to 
obtaia this we are called upon 


4thly. To forſake our Sins and turn unto God as 
the great Condition of our Acceptance with him ; but 
{ure we cannot think it ſufficient for us to turn unto 
God on this ſingle Day only, and that To-morrow 
we are at liberty to return again to our former Sins. 
Such a turning unto God as this is mere trifling 
with him; it being no better than begging of God 
at this time to pardon our Offences, intending to do 
the ſame things to provoke him in our future Con- 
duct. This is rather tempting God to Wrath, than 
any attonement for our Sins, and will move him to 
ſend a Curie upon us, rather than grant us the 
Bleſſing of his Aſſiſtance. 


Our true and proper Buſineſs at this Seaſon is ſe- 
riouſly to reflect upon our former Conduct, and 
from this calm Hour of Reflection, reſolve to amend 


our future Lives, and become obedient Servants to 
a 
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a kind and merciful Maſter; and if we do this, we 
have a Promiſe that whatſoever we ask we ſball re- 
ceive from him, becauſe we keep his Commanaments, 
and do thoſe things which are pleaſing in his Sight. 


What we are now called upon to do, is indeed no 
more than what we ought to have done thro' our 
whole Lives, each Man being indiſpenſably obliged 
to love God and keep his Commandments : but as 
the Calamities of War, and the Uncertainty of the 
Event are before us, ſo we are upon this account 
called upon more ſtrictly and intimately to unite our- 
ſelves to God, and ſeek his Aid. 


And we are the more loudly called upon to do 
this from the many national Bleſſings which have 
been beſtowed upon us. We have had our Religion 
and Liberties wonderfully preſerved to us, at a time 
when there appeared but ſmall Hope of defending 
them; and had not the Arm of Providence been made 
bare in our Defence, we had no Proſpect but that of 


being undone. 


 Afﬀeer this we were preſerved thro' two long and 
deſtructive Wars; in the laſt of which we had ſuch 
a ſeries of Victory and Succeſs, as evidently ſhewed 
that he Lord of Hoſts was with us, and that the 
God of Jacob was our: Refuge. 


, And 
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And to crown all our Hopes, and I thought to 
baniſh all our Fears, a Proteſtant Prince now fills the 
Throne, to prote& and defend our Religion and Li- 
berties againſt all future Attempts. A Prince, who 
makes our Laws the rule of his Actions, and who 
deſires his own Happineſs may always be inſeparable 
from that of his People; under whoſe auſpicious Go- 
vernment we may (if we are not wanting to our- 
ſelves) enjoy every public Bleſſings which can con- 
tribute towards making our Nation happy. Theſe 
and many more have been our National Bleſſings, 
and let every Man conſider theſe (and ſure he ought 
to do it in this Day of Humiliation) and anſwer for 
himſelf, whether he has been ſo thankful as he ought 
to be for paſt Mercics, that ſo Ingratitude may not 
prove a bar to our preſent Hopes. 


Added to theſe Mercies, we have had the Bleſſing 
ofa long Peace, which has been attended with great 
National Proſperity, and I fear we have not been fo 
thankful as we ought for all this Goodneſs to us, 
but have fallen under thoſe Temptations which too 
cafily attack a proſperous Security, in being {ſet 
looſe in our Behaviour to our Benefactor, regardleſs 
of the Principles of Morality, and have run into In- 
fidelity, Prophaneneſs, and all manner of vicious and 
looſe Living, and particularly that vile Sin of Drun- 
kenneſs, which has of late Years ſo much prevailed 
amongſt the lower fort of Men, to the great Diſho- 
nour of God, and to the Shame and Detriment of 


our Nation, 
C 'The 


18 


A Faſt Sermon preached before the 


— 


The Uſe of a pernicious Liquor has been the great 
Temptation to this ſhametul Vice, which if endured 
much longer amongſt us; if Men may with Impunity 
and Freedom debauch themſelves in ſo ſcandalous a 
manner, the certain Conſequences muſt be Idleneſs, 
and unavoidable Poverty to themſelves, the impairing 
their bodily Strength, and rendring themſelves unfit 
in any Capacity for their own or their Country's 
Service; it will by Degrees deprive them of all 
Shame and Modeſty, and of every Principle of Mo- 
rality: Theſe are the unavoidable Evils which muſt 
attend this ſcandalous Vice, if continued longer 
amongſt us. 


It is with great Humility that T mention this before 
ſo honourable an Aſſembly, whoſe Care has extended 
itſelf utterly to ſuppreſs this Temptation to Vice, and 
from whoſe Vigilance a farther enforcement of this 


falutary Law may in due time be expected. 


However, I could not but think this too important 
a matter to be wholly paſſed by in Silence upon this 
folemn Occaſion, becauſe at a time when we are pro- 
miſing to amend our own Lives, in order to avert the 
Judgment of God, and procure his Aid in the preſent 
War, it ſeems to be an abſurdity in us to ſuffer ſo vile 
a Sin to prevail amongſt the lower part of Mankind, 
as muſt multiply our National Crimes, and greatly con- 
tribute towards drawing the Divine Anger down 
upon us. 


Such as theſe I fear have been the crying Crimes 
of this Nation; as if God tas not Judgment (as well 


as 
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as Mercies) in ftore for a ſinful People. We may fa- 


tally be convinced of this thro' the Courſe of this 
War, in which thoſe Judgments, which now hang 
over our Heads, may be brought down upon us, 
unleſs we appeaſe our offended God by our ſincere 
Repentance and Amendment. 


There is no knowing what the Decrees of Heaven 
are with reſpect to a ſinful Nation; how long it may 
ſtand, or when fall, is hid from the Eye of Man; but 
of this we may be aſſured, that a ſincere Repentance 
and ſolemn humbling our ſelves before God, is the 
only way to avert or prolong the date of its Ruin. 


The Repentance of Ninevah recalled the fatal 
Doom which was gone out againſt that City ; the Hu- 
miliation and Repentance of Ahab prolonged the 
Date of his decreed Ruin; ſo as that wretched end 
of his Family was not to be i in his Days: The City 
of Jeruſalem was preſerved from the Deſtruction 
with which Senacharib, King of A{yriathreatned it, 
by the Prayer of Hezekiab, and the ſerious Repen- 
tance of his People. 


It would be endleſs to recount to you the many 
Inſtances of Deliverance and Protection, which have 
been granted to humble and repenting Nations; and 
indeed it is needleſs, becauſe to be merciful and to 
forgive is an Attribute inſeparable from the Divine 
Being, and the Benefit of it is never denied to repent- 
ing Sinners; hen the wicked repent and turn from 
their evil Ways, and do that only which is lawful 
and right, they have a certain Promiſe of ſaving their 
Souls alive. Let 
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Faß Sermon preached, &c. 


Tet us then upon this ſolemn Occaſion turn unto 
the Lord, and he will have Mercy upon us, and to 
our God who will abundantly pardon. Let us take 
this Opportunity to begin our Amendments, and now 
his Judgments are in the Earth, let us learn Righte- 
ouſneſs: If we do not amend our Lives, we ſhall 
find when perhaps it is too late, that it is a fearful 
thing to fail into the Hands of the living God. 


But if we ſeriouſly repent us of our Sins, and turn 
unto God, in this Caſe, whatever befals us as a Nation, 
if the fatal Decree is gone out againſt us, and our 
Ruin nearer than we may imagine, yet we ſhall ſtand 
ſafe; becauſe if War and Deſolation overturn us, or- 
if the Foundations of this Earth fail and cruſh us 
amidſt its Ruins; the good Man even in this laſt Ex- 
tremity has nothing to fear, becauſe by whatever 
Clamity he is ſummoned to depart hence, he has 
nothing to do but to exchange this World for Hea- 
ven, and by putting off a wretched Mortality, to 
enter into everlaſting Happineſs and Glory. 


And do thou, O God, of thine infinite Mercy 
touch our Hearts with a due and proper Senſe of 
theſe our Days of Neceſſity and Danger, and bleſs 
our Endeavours to walk in the Paths of Righteouſ- 
neſs, that ſo amidſt all the Changes and Chances of 
this mortal Life we may ever be defended by thy 
moſt gracious and ready Help, thre Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord; to whom with the 7 


